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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


DATE: 



PARTICIPANTS: Raul Kraiselburd, Publisher of the 

major newspaper in La Plata, El Dia , 
Jorge Fascetto, General Manager of El 
Dia , and APAO John Corr 


SUBJECTS: 

PLACE: 


Disbanding of Provincial Police Anti- 
Terrorist Units; Impact of Holmberg Case; 
Relations with St. Jean 

A Restaurant in La Plata 


Kraiselburd said: 

In January, the three Buenos Aires provincial police 
units charged with fighting terrorists had been dis- 
banded and their officers had been sent to outlying 
villages so that they would be able to "deaccelerate" . 
The reassignment of the officers had caused some conster 
nation among the police; however, orders to take up new 
posts had been obeyed. 

As a result of the Holmberg killing, "something has 
happened" within the security force structure. One 
symptom of what has happened is that policemen are much 
more careful about the handling of prisoners. 

Governor St. Jean was ready to intervene El Dia some 
months ago because, among other reasons, it had pub- ’ 
lislied signed ads attacking some of St. Jean's policies. 
Kraiselburd asked General Villarreal for help and 
apparently succeeded in getting it. St. Jean has since 
withheld government advertising from El Dia . The Buenos 
Aires Herald evidently helped out with a pro- El Dia 
editorial that caught the attention of the Casa Rosada. 

The only politically active group at the La Plata 
university is the group associated with the Radicals. 
They operate somewhat furtively. The Peronists and 
the Communists are not active -and the student body is 
now more interested in disco music than politics. 

Kraiselburd added that he thought that while U.S. 
human ri gilts policy generally had helped to ease the 
human rights situation in Argentina, he also thought 
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that taking a hardline, i.e., economic and militaj-y 
sanctions, had not furthered the human rights cause. 

He said a hardline policy only exited Argentine nationalism 
and made the cause of human rights seem to be solely 
"an American cause" to Argentines who well remember the 
ferocity of their "civil war" in this decade. He added 
that Argentina's concept of human rights is the concept 
that Americans had in the last century. Police kid- 
nappings and execution of common criminals have a long 
history in Argentina and elsewhere in Latin America, he said 
And, he added, political kidnappings began during the Illia 
regime, carried out by the police without Illia 's know- 
ledge or consent. The Argentina of today can only be 
understood in this context, he maintained. 

COMMENT : Kraiselburd. is a recognized champion of 

democracy who remained in Argentina at the risk of his 
life. when the terrorists were a threat. His family 
shows the scars of what happed in Argentina in this 
decade. His father was murdered by terrorists. His 
father-in-law, whom he describes as a communist leader, 
disappeared. His infant son was kidnapped and murdered 
by criminals. His sister-in-law left her husband to 
join the terrorists, taking with her their baby. The 
mother was never heard from again and the baby was 
found in an orphanage. 


cc : 

AMB' 

DC.M 
POL 
DAO 
POL R 
SY 

ARA ECA 
USICA AR 
I. NR OIL 
I NR RAR 
HA/HR - P. 



RDS -2/26/99 (CHAPLIN, Maxwell) 


J^orr 



OR-O 


